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TO THE CHRIST-CHILD! 

‘‘No Room for Thee,’”’ dear Babe, they said, 

Although the night was cold and drear, 
And, so, a lowly cattle-shed 

Became Thy Birthplace; while, anear, 
Stood countless angels praising Thee,— 

The God of heav’n and earth adored,— 
And worshipping Thy majesty,— 

Our One and Everlasting Lord! 


“No Room for Thee!’’ O, could it be 
That I such cruel words might say 
Wert Thou to come, dear Babe, to me, 

And refuge seek, this Christmas Day! 
Ah! I am poor, ’tis true, dear Lord, 
And little ’tis I have to give, 
But shelter I can Thee accord, 
If Thou within my heart wilt live! 


O, come to me, dear Little One, 
And, in the housing of my heart, 
Be Thou my bright, unclouded Sun, 
Whose glory-light shall ne’er depart! 
Do Thou my ev’ry thought uplift, 
And make me worthy of Thy Grace,— 
And grant, Dear Child, to me the gift 
One day to see Thee, Face to Face! 
AMADEUs, O.S.F. 


WE are glad to note that the Con- 

gress held in Chicago under the 
auspices of the Catholic Church Exten- 
sion Society emphasized the import- 
ance of a deep interest in missions to 
the heathen. No body of Christians 
should be so much alive to this idea 
as the members of the One true 
Church of Jesus Christ. These, by 
the very name of Catholic, avowedly 
proclaim a common brotherhood with 
every child of man and admit, if 
they are true lovers of Christ, a duty 
to extend the knowledge of Him to 
all, It is high time that this devo- 
tion to our Lord’s universal plan 
should impress the mind and attract 
the heart of Catholic people in all 
America—North and South—and cer- 
tainly we, of the United States, must 
begin to realize that the time-worn 
excuse of home needs will not justify 
indifference to the condition of un- 
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enlightened millions who, in other 
lands, are still waiting to learn even 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

* ok 

Simultaneously with the Catho- 
lic convention, a meeting was held in 
Boston, as our local readers are well 
aware, that called together repre- 
sentative ministers and laymen of 
several Protestant sects united in a 
considerable missionary movement 
directed towards ‘the conversion of 
the world,’ a task which some of these 
gentlemen feel should be performed 
‘in this generation.’ 

We have naturally watched the pro- 
ceedings of this meeting with inter- 
est and although we are inclined to 
smile at the expected results and to 
question the qualities of that faith 
which a combination of several con- 
flicting creeds will eventually effect 
on the benighted heathen, we have 
been impressed with the earnestness 
and the generous spirit exhibited at 
these gatherings. 

In the words of exhortation uttered 
there were many sentences which 
Catholics who are already alive to the 
missionary idea will read with ap- 
proval and which others, who for one 
reason or another have withheld their 
eyes from the wider vision, could note 
with profit. We-have marked some of 
these which impressed us as they ap- 
peared at the time in the reports of 
Boston daily papers. They were 
uttered by laymen as well as minis- 
vers : 

“If the religion of Christianity is worth 
anything it is worth everything; if it is 
false repudiate it; if true, propagate it. 
Let us study how to do it. God is looking 
for propagators and originators. Love 
never asks ‘how much must I do?’ but 
how much may I do?” 

“IT have searched the Scriptures, but I 
haven’t been able to find the place where 
it says: ‘God so loved John Smith.’ In 
fact, I haven’t found that ‘God so loved 
Boston.’ So I conclude that the scheme 
of salvation is a world-wide scheme and 
we must go about it on that basis.” 

_“President-elect Taft was right. I heard 
him say it, that ‘in these days a nation can 
no more let another nation live in degra- 
dation than can a man let a_ neighbor 
around the corner so live. We must 
cleanse the degradation before the heathen 
comes to our shores. Then he will come 
and be grateful.’ ”’ 

“The only over-production of which we 
will ever die is the over-production for 
self.”’ 

“I think the greatest honor enjoyed by 
the great state of Massachusetts is that 
here foreign missions were born. When 
the American Board asked for a charter 
it was said in the Legislature, ‘We have 
no religion to export.’ Henry Van Dyke 
was right when he said. ‘If that notion 
had prevailed we would now have no re- 
ligion to keep.’ ”’ 

“I found Mr. Rockefeller’s tin oil cans 
far among the Himalayas. And that is 
an infinitesimal enterprise compared to 
ours.” 





‘“‘As the football player of Ohio said to 
the missionary bishop, ‘I want to buck 
the centre in this business. Pick out the 
hardest field for me and let me go.’ He’s 
in Africa to-night.” 

“This is no small thing that we ask. We 
ask that you co-operate with God in get- 
ting his will realized in human society.” 

“‘A man said to me: ‘I would rather save 
a million men than make a million dollars, 
and the sobering fact is that it is a possi- 
bility.” 

“Last year $2,283,000 was raised for 
home expenses in Boston, and $154,000 for 
foreign missions—a terrible disproportion. 
Every church ought to be an agent for 
foreign missions, or go out of business, 
every pdstor should also be an agent, or 
give up his job.” 

“What is the best thing a pastor can 
do for his people—the very best? With- 
out any reservation, I would say: ‘Let 
him get them absorbed with Christian 
missions. Try it and you will see the 
sleepy wake up and the stingy loosen up, 
and the sour sweeten up. The cure for a 
sick church is to get it on a missionary 
diet.’ ”’ 

The appeals for missions should not be 
followed by a collection—doing the work 
of a year in one second. The addresses 
should be educational, to prepare the way 
for pledges. 

‘The great Napoleon said: ‘There sleeps 
China; God pity us when she awakes—let 
her sleep, let her sleep.’ But she has 
awakened, and the same is true of other na- 
tions. The victory of Japan over Russia 
has aroused all Asia from Constantinople 
to Korea.’ 
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The earnestness shown by the above 
references was accompanied by a 
generosity not less praiseworthy. 

On entering the large assembly hall, 
delegates were confronted with some 
hanging figures which represented the 
average per capita offering to foreign 
missions made by different sects— 
Congregational, Episcopal, Methodist 
and Presbyterian—in greater Boston 
and by all combined. It seems that 
the Congregationalists have given 
the highest—$2.00 per capita an- 
nually. The average combined of- 
ferings of all Protestants in Greater 
Boston was $1.08 per capita. 

This announcement seems to have 
awakened the indignation of some 
present who looked upon the figures 
as a disgraceful reflection on the zeal 
of Christians for the extension of the 
kingdom of God; and the sentiment 
of the meeting was expressed at its 
close by the Secretary who said that 
if “‘each would set aside his tithes and 
as much more as he could and divide 
equally between home and foreign 
missions, the problem would soon be 
solved and the world evangelized. 
“Some,” he said, ‘‘give 50 per cent. of 
their income and think it little 


enough.” 
” © 


The resolutions indorsed an effort 
to raise the annual contribution of 
Greater Boston from $155,000 a year 














to $275,000 “without curtailment of 
gifts to other missionary enterprises 
and activities of the church;” and 
expressed the hope that further in- 
crease in the gifts of churches will be 
made in successive years until an 
average of at least $5 per annum from 
each church member has been reached. 

Some practical conclusions were 
also prepared among which we find 
the following: 

“The pastor will always be the most im- 
portant single factor in the missionary life 
of the congregation. 

Missionary intelligence should be kept 
growing. 

Though the evangelization of the world 
is the objective of the laymen’s missionary 
movement, it is proving in many cities the 
greatest possible benefit to the churches 
at home. 

It is possible to evangelize the world 
within the next twenty-five or thirty years 
if the Church will undertake it in earnest.” 

i“ OK 

All conventions promise great 
things and their resolutions have the 
the value which their framers and 
supporters represent—no more, no 
less. In all such gatherings are to 
be found the talkers and the doers. 
When the talkers are also doers or 
when the doers outnumber the talkers 
the promise is good indeed. Just 
how the proportion stands in the 
‘“Laymen’s Missionary Movement’”’ 
we do not know, but that Protestants 
are working in earnest for foreign 
missions is amply evident by the 
twenty millions of dollars and more 
which they subscribe yearly even 
now and by the hundreds of men and 
women whom they send to distant 
fields, and whom they support. 


* OK 


Of the effects produced on Catho- 
lic Mission work by such efforts there 
would be many interesting statements 
to make. These effects depend upon 
many conditions. The Catholic mis- 
sionary occasionally finds in the Prot- 
estant pastor and his wife sympa- 
thetic and helpful friends; but too 
often he experiences the old-time 
prejudice and has to refute the worn- 
out slanders which are made to do 
duty on these new fields in warning 
converts against the ‘errors of Rome.’ 

Charges of a general nature against 
Catholic missionaries—their political. 
interference, etc., are sometimes made 
by Protestant ministers abroad and 
even printed in missionary text-books 
to keep alive the fire of bigotry at 
home. 

The wealth of Protestant missions 
is certainly appealing. Stocked dis- 
pensaries and fully equipped hospitals 
for the afflicted; well-supplied larders 
to feed the hungry; vast quantities 
of clothing; first-class organization of 
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schools, colleges, and even universi- 
ties,—these, it cannot be denied are 
powerful attractions for people who 
have not yet been taught to dis- 
tinguish between St. Peter and Martin 
Luther. In general, it cannot be de- 
nied that Protestant missionary ac- 
tivity is an obstacle and in some places 
a serious obstacle to Catholic ad- 
vance. 

Even Protestants themselves, how- 
ever, at least some of the fair-minded 
among them, admit that the Catholic 
missionary’s work among the heathen 
is more effective and more lasting 
than their own. They ascribe this 
influence especially to the life of cel- 
ibacy which the Catholic priest leads 
and which enables him to become ‘all 
to all.’ The assertion was once made 
to the writer by a non-Catholic trav- 
eler that if Catholic missionaries were 





BISHOP MEREL OF CANTON, CHINA. 


supplied with the means provided to 
Protestants in the same districts, the 
latter would soon find it necessary to 
move. 
i ok 

This much is certain—the average 
Catholic missionary is inadequately 
supported. The Lyons Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith aims to 
give to the bishops an allowance of 
about $10.00 a month for each mis- 
sionary. When it is considered that 
the beneficiary may have to depend 
upon this meagre budget for all his 
expenses—personal and parochial— 
his difficulty in keeping body and 
soul together and at the same time 
advancing the work of his mission 
may be appreciated. Yet in many 
districts, such is his condition. Else- 
where, this monthly allowance is sup- 
plemented by an allocation from the 
Holy Childhood Association, or by spe- 
cial gifts sent from relatives, friends 
or occasional benefactors. A priest 
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from Holland told the writer that he 
could have done next to nothing dur- 
ing the first nine years of his life in 
Africa, had his father not sent him a 
monthly allowance; and he added 
that many, to his knowledge, are like- 
wise sustained by relatives or friends. 
He complained, and justly, that it 
was not fair to make a father pay the 
expenses of a son’s training and then 
to throw upon him the later support 
of a priest, a burden which the Church 
herself should be glad to assume. 
™ 

Yet handicapped as they have been, 
and are, these valiant apostles have 
accomplished wonders. Their blood 
and their sacrifices have brought the 
special blessing of God upon their 
work and where, for example, in the 
Chinese Empire to-day, Protestants 
boast of a membership of 200,000, the 
Church of Christians counts more 
than a million, with nearly 600 native 
priests. 

Now is certainly the acceptable 
time. The ends of the earth are 
rapidly drawing together. The Far 
East is a focus of the world’s eyes; 
China is awakening and the new blood 
is already coursing through the veins 
of this great giant. In Africa, the 
jungle has been penetrated by glisten- 
ing rails and thousands of savage 
people have already laid their spears 
at the feet of the Christ child. 

Catholics in America will certainly 
rise to the opportunity if they can 
only be made to see it, 

The cry from afar has been heard 
here, but its sound is still weak, and 
few have been found to echo it through 
the parishes and dioceses of these vast 
continents. Strong voices must yet 
speak the words of enlightenment and 
persuasion. From our eyes must fall 
the bandages with whichaself-centered 
development would blind us, and see- 
ing the fields white for the harvest, 
joyfully we will enter on our tasks. 


“We must restore all things im 
Christ at home, and we must,co-operate 
with the whole Church under the leader- 
ship of the Supreme Pontiff in building 
it up abroad, even unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth. We must cultivate 
in all our people, even tn the little child 
at its mother’s knee, and in the school, 
a solicitude for all the churches; not 
only for the parish church or great 
Cathedral at our doors, but for the rud- 
est hut or humblest chapel that some far- 
off missionary has made the home of the 
altar, and the Blessed Sacrament and 
the gospel of Christ.’’—Archbishop 


Quigley. 


THE SEASON’S HOLIEST JOYS TO 
ALL OUR READERS. 











SOME LETTERS OF INTEREST. 
ACORRESPON DENT in Shangha 


writes: 
The Jesuits Return to Japan. 


“Father J. Rockliff, S.J., late Su- 
perior of the Buffalo Mission, U. S. A., 
passed through Shanghai on Oct. 
11th, on his way to Japan, where he 
is to found the ‘Tokio Catholic In- 
stitute.”” He was accompanied by F. 
Dahlmann, S.J., who has spent already 
two years in China and Japan studying 
oriental languages and _ religions. 
Father Boucher, S.J., former Rector 
of Sicawei College, joined here the 
two other pioneer workers and all three 
sailed for Japan on the 12th. Fr. 
Rockliff spoke in glowing terms of 
Archbishop O’Connell, of Boston, who, 
during his official visit to Japan, as 
delegate of the Holy Father, laid the 
foundation and promoted the plan 
of the Catholic Institute in the Land 
of the Rising Sun (the Zipangu of 
Marco Polo, Zipan and Japan being 


evidently the same place and Gu, 
the Chinese word ‘‘Kwoh”’ which 
means kingdom.) 

One of the Japanese public men 


pulfished a fly-sheet reproducing a 
letter in which St. Francis Xavier 
extolled the valor and other good 
points in the Japanese © character, 
and prophesied that “one day this 
nation will be at the head of the 
whole Orient.’’ This letter is said to 
have determined the Mikado and his 
Government to recall the Brothers of 
St. Francis Xavier.”’ 


i 
N the letter which follows, Fr. 
de Moidrey refers to a paragraph in 
our August issue in which after 
enumerating all the English-speak- 
ing missionaries in China, of whom 
we have any record, we admitted 


that we could not count in the whole 
Chinese Empire fifteen missionaries 
(priests) from English-speaking 
countries. We added that an Ameri- 
can prelate recently characterized 
this condition of affairs as scandal- 
ous. Fr. Moidrey now writes: 


Zi-Ka-wei, China, 
DEAR REVEREND SIR: 

In one of the last numbers of THE FIELD 
AFAR, the small number of English-speak- 
ing priests in China is spoken of as being 
somewhat scandalous. These three syl- 
lables make a very big word. 

The whole of Japan and Korea and ten 
missions in China are entrusted to the 
French Society for Foreign Missions, six 
missions to the Belgium congregation of 
Scheut, three to Spanish Dominicans, two 
to French Provinces of the Society of Jesus, 
five to the Italian Seminaries of Milan, 
Rome and Parma, one to the German Con- 
gregation of the Divine Word and one to 
the secular clergy of Portugal. The rest 
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is divided among the Vincentians, mostly 
French and the Franciscans who belong to 
German, or Italian Provinces. 

Surely it cannot be surprising if Eng- 
lish or American priests are few in China. 
French priests are probably very few in 
Australia, for a similar reason. 

This does not mean that English 
American missionaries would not be wel- 
come in China, if they really intend to be 
missionaries. Work exclusively among 
English-speaking Catholics, except in Shan- 
ghai and perhaps two or three other ports, 
would not be sufficient to give penne 
ment to a priest. Sc that most probably 
if a priest applied to a Vicar Apostolic for 
permission to work in his Vicariate, the 
first question asked him would be whether 
he is ready to learn the Chinese language 
and labor among the natives also, without 
confining himself to foreigners. 

In fact, the missionaries named in THE 
Fietp Arar speak Chinese and probably 
very rarely use their native English 
whether in Chehkiang or in distant Shensi. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
J. DE MorpRey. 

We quite agree with what Fr. de 
Moidrey says. The point that we 
were striving to make, however, was 
simply that English-speaking Catho- 
lics have been behind-hand in send- 
ing out missionaries to the heathen, 
including naturally the vast popula- 
tion of China. 

We understand; moreover, 
English fast becoming the com- 
mercial language of Eastern Asia, 
and that English-speaking mission- 
aries will have a growing prestige in 
that section of the world. They are 
certainly needed to offset many wrong 
impressions formed, consciously or 
unconsciously, by non-Catholic mis- 
sionaries from England and America 
now resident in China, 

Fr. de Moidrey, whose reputation as 
a statistician, is well known, kindly 
sends us a most valuable compila- 
tion of returns for 1907 in the Chi- 
nese Empire: 


or 


that 


is 


THE Latest CHINESE RETURNS. 
Missions 44 
Bishops . 43 
Foreign priests 1346 + 1981 
Chinese 592 
Seminarians T2106 


Religious (not priests) foreigners 229 


Chinese 130 

Nuns (foreign) 558 

(Chinese) 1328 

Christians 1,071,920 

Increase since 1906 at least 87,000 

Catechumens: at least 424,000 
k & 


KIND inquiries are often made by 

readers of A Modern Martyr for the 
health of Eusebius Vénard, the Curé 
of Assais and younger brother of the 
Venerable Théophane. The old gen- 


tleman is still active. Occasionally 
we write to ask him to offer the 
holy Sacrifice for the intention of 


some good soul devoted to his saintly 
kinsman and lately, in answer to one of 
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these requests, a characteristic letter 
came, which incidentally throws a light 
on existing conditions in some parts of 
France. 

‘‘No news from Boston for a long time, 
Fr. Vénard writes, ‘‘unless I consider as 
news those hastened telegraphic despatches 
that come with the stipends which you so 
thoughtfully send. 

I am deeply grateful for the latter which 
are a real help and prevent me from com- 
plaining that I am famished. As a mat- 


” 


ter of fact I receive hardly anything now 
from my parish and, what is worse still, 
the outlays for worship and repairs are 


constantly diminishing. 

It is a thing unheard of—how the sep- 
aration has chilled the hearts of our poor 
people, who imagine themselves abandoned 
is religion which for them was a right and 
a duty. Under this influence nothing is 
sadder than the conduct of our villagers 
Every Sunday our church grows more 
and more empty and even our best parish- 
ioners keep aloof and show neither strength 
nor courage. 

I am waiting, always impatiently, for 
the fixing of the date of my brother’s 
Beatification at Rome and I am more and 
more fearful lest it should not come in my 
life-time. Many of my fellow-priests have 
decided to go to Rome for this occasion 
and all are giving me encouragement. 

We are thinking also of preparing for a 
great feast at St. Loup (the martyr’s birth- 
place) which will doubtless wait until next 
summer. Just now, they are engaged 
on a stainéd-glass window for the church 
at St. Loup. We will also have to get 
reliquaries and shrines in readiness and 
they are talking of banners and statues. 

It has also been suggested that we pro- 
duce again the Drama “ Captivity and 
Martyrdom of Théophane Vénard.’ 

I will let you know in good time what 
is being done and on this occasion you must 
make another pilgrimage to St. Loup. 

I would like to offer to the Holy Father 
a beautiful volume of the new edition of 
the Martyr’s Life and would consider it a 
favor if you would have a copy bound ap- 
propriately which would be quite pre- 
sentable. I presume that they do such 
work well in Boston. 

The ‘Letters of Théophane are now in 
press. They are doing it at Paris, slowly 
enough. 

The Abbé Basil Huctin (whom you met 
here when he was a Seminarian) is just 
now with us at Assais, having come to say 
farewell. He will embark from Marseilles 
(for Tonkin) Dec. 22. 

My brother Henry and I keep along 
pretty well in spite of infirmities and old 
age which, as you know, increase daily. 

I hope for news from you soon and with 
affectionate regards, I am, 

EuseBius VENARD. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE 
BAC.” 

T was Louis Veuillot, the late dis- 

tinguished editor of L’ Univers, who 
said that if Paris was admittedly a 
“city of foolish novelties’ and a 
“university of the seven capital sins,”’ 
it was also the home of apostolic col- 
leges and a seminary of martyrs. 

While M. Veuillot did not overlook 
the claims of other establishments to 
the honors of the apostolate and 
even of martyrdom, he was drawn 
by an irresistible attraction to the 
Missions Etrangéres in the Rue du 
Bac. 

Francois Coppée, too, loved the at- 
mosphere of this house and Charles 
Gounod dwelt within it, wishing to de- 
vote his life to the work of foreign 
missions. Gounod failed, but left 
to his companions and to their suc- 
cessors the inspiring hymn of de- 
parture, to which no one can listen 
unmoved. 


“RUE DU 


Nearly two centuries and a half 
have passed since this seminary was 
begun and the present year marks 
exactly the 250th anniversary of 
the Society which controls it. This 
Society has kept steadily to its origi- 
nal purpose of evangelizing infidel 
countries, and forming a native clergy. 

It is not a religious order, nor a 
congregation, but is made up of 
priests taken from different dioceses, 
especially in France, who are bound 
by no special vows but who follow a 
simple rule. Each member upon 
entering promises to devote his Jife 
to the missions. When he departs 
for his assigned field he goes with no 
expectation of setting foot again 
upon his native soil or looking, even 
once more, into the eyes of his be- 
loved relatives and friends. 

The Society has no superior-gen- 
eral. Those of the alumni who have 
become Bishops or Superiors of Mis- 
sions, together with the directors 
resident at the Seminary manage its 
affairs. The Seminary directors are 
selected from missionaries on the 
field, special provision being made 
for a representation from each group 
of missions. One of the present di- 
rectors suffered persecution in South 
China and barely escaped death. 

The hardships and privations of 
the average missionary’s life, and the 
usual necessity of acquiring a new 
language, demands an age-limit for 
admission to the Seminary, which 
has been fixed at 35 years. 


This Society has had a remarkably 
interesting career, too little known 
even to the Catholic world. 


In its first 


fifty years it reached out into Siam, 
Tonkin, Cochin-China, Cambodge, and 
China; and produced such excellent 
fruit that thirty natives were or- 
dained priests, and one was conse- 
crated a Bishop. From 1700 until 
1822, which the Society looks upon 
as its second period, it progressed 
steadily, but for lack of resources, 
slowly. Additional provinces in China 
were evangelized by its priests and 
several Jesuit missions in India were 
transferred to its care. During the 
French Revolution the Seminary was 
confiscated and sold. It was bought 


THE VENERABLE THEOPHANE VENARD. 


(From a photograph prepared for his brother.) 


back and all its rights restored by 
Napoleon. Closed again in 1809, it 
was reopened under Louis XVIII. 

Up to 1822 (a space of 164 years) 
when the third and present period 
begins, the Society managed with 
difficulty to send out 287 mission- 
aries, all of whom went to the far 
East. Traveling was difficult and 
expensive, it must be remembered, 
and no systematic means of support 
was in sight. 

In the last 86 years, however, a 
great development has taken place, 
as will be realized at once from the 








fact that in this period no fewer than 
2,500 missionaries left Paris for the 
apostolate. This progress is due to 
organized charity, to the blood of 
martyrs, and to the increased facilities 
of communication. 





The Lyons Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Faith, started in 1822, 
gradually provided support and pas- 
sage money so that applicants could 
be received in greater numbers and 
this Society has since been supple- 
mented by others, notably the Asso- 
ciation of the Holy Childhood, and 
the Oeuvre des Part- 
ants. 

Again, a good hun- 
dred of the Missions 
Etrangéres alumni 
have crimsoned the 
soil of the Far East 
with their blood, and 
all except fifteen of 
these were 1gth cen- 
tury martyrs. 

To these two causes, 
the organization of 
systematic support 
and the blood of mar- 
tyrs,—always the 
fruitful seed of Chris- 
tians,—may be added 
the improved and 
cheapened methods 
of transit. 

To-day the Paris 
Seminary counts 
nearly 1,400 alumni 
in the mission field. 


A good idea of the 
work accomplished 
may be gained from 


the figures which 
follow. These figures 
were secured from 


data given in the An- 
nals of the Society for 
the Propagation of 
the Faith, and from 
the Annual Report of 
the Missions Etrang- 


eres. 

In In In 

1822 1860 1907 
Missions 5 22 32 
Bishops 6 21 36 
Missionaries 27 230 1370 
Native priests 135 300 765 
Seminaries 9 II 44 
Schools sos «oo 
Hospitals 109 


THE DEVELOPMENT. 

In the first fifty years of the last 
century it was found that 250,000 
adults and 8,244,780 children had 
been baptized by the members of this 
Society and their co-workers. 
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In the last fifty-eight years more 
than one million adults and fully 
9,500,000 children have received the 
Sacrament of regeneration. 

It will be interesting to some of our 
readers to recall that this was the 
training house for several young mar- 
tyrs whose names are already fa- 
miliar to them. Théophane Vénard, 
Just de Breteniéres and Henry Dorie. 

The Body of Fr. Vénard has for 
many years rested under the chapel 
of the Seminary near the entrance. 


oO ree. Mirkepiinn %- GREW 
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we may be sure that some precious 
relics of its martyred alumni will be 
held in Paris; for it has long been the 
practice of young aspirants to kneel 
daily before these inspiring souvenirs 
—there to pray for the spirit of the 
apostolate—and for martyrdom. 

A few days ago the latest band of 
apostles left this house for their re- 
spective missions. Among them was 
a young man, Basil Huctin, one of 
three brothers, parishioners of the 
Abbé Eusebius Vénard, all of whom 





THE CLASS OF 1864. PARIS MISSIONS ETRANGERES. 


The four at the left, Frs. Huin, Beaulieu, Breteniéres and Dorie, 


His head remains an object of vener- 
ation in Tonkin, where he was de- 
capitated. Memorials of Just de Bre- 
teniéres and Henry Dorie have been 
treasured in the ‘Hall of Martyrs’— 
their remains have not yet been dis- 
covered in Korea. 

The ‘Hall of Martyrs’ which has at- 
tracted many pilgrims, has, we learn, 
been removed during the present 
persecution to a safer home, but so 
long as the Society retains possession 


will devote their lives to the apostolic 
work of saving souls—two as Ob- 
lates of Mary Immaculate and Basil, 
the eldest, now an alumnus of the 
Paris Seminary. Even as we write 
this young apostle is on his journey 
to Tonkin. The spirit which breathes 
through his farewell letters reveals the 
type which has always represented, 
and we trust will continue to rep- 
resent, this Seminary in the Rue du 
Bac. 







were martyred in Korea, March 8, 1866. 








FAREWELL LETTERS. 


‘‘The proof which I am sending you of 
the likeness of the venerable Théophane 
Vénard is not nearly so good as the artistic 
photographs which you procured in Assais 
and with which you have made us fa- 
miliar in your publications. Permit me, 
however, to offer it to you as an authentic 
likeness. When I was last at Assais our 
revered pastor expressed a wish to have 
enlarged copies of the pictures which 
he had of his brother. I carried the da- 
guerreotype to a photographer in Paris 
who has produced from it an excellent 
picture. Father Eusebius himself was 
struck with its likeness to the original 
—Théophane at the 
age of twenty years. 
Wishing to preserve 
in the same manner 
the different pictures 
of the martyr at dif- 
ferent ages, we had 
the same work done 
with four other da- 
guerreotypes. 

Up to the present 
time I had hoped to 
be present at the 
ceremony of the Be- 
atification of our mar- 
tyrs before my de- 
parture for the Far 
East. The decree of 
August 3 confirmed 
our hope; but it now 
seems certain that the 
celebration will not 
take place at Rome 
until Easter, 1909, 
and at Paris some 
days later. To be 
present at this so- 
lemnity would have 
been a great conso- 
lation for me and a 
support and comfort 
during the trials 
which are to come. 
Edified by the vir- 
tues and sufferings 
of these blessed ones, 
sustained by the 
thought that the 
same glory is prom- 
ised to those who 
labor in the fields 
watered by their 
blood, I could set out 
full of courage and 
confidence. How- 
ever, we will solemn- 
ize the feast to the 
best of our ability, 
° on foreign shores. 

Pray for me daily, 
that I may be a 
good priest, an ex- 
cellent missionary, 
following in the foot- 
steps of those who 
have traced a glori- 
ous path for me. 

The day seems so distant when I shall 
be able to give myself without reserve 
for the salvation of the poor infidels. I 
long for liberty, but only for the liberty 
which liberates others. I shall soon know 
what is to be my portion of the work in 
the vineyard. Whatever it may be, I 
shall love it, because I shall be there by 
God’s will and because everywhere there 
will be suffering to endure, and souls to 
save. 


How fine it is to be a missionary candi- 
date and starting for the Foreign Missions. 


The era of martyrs is reopened; it has be- 
gun and we do not know when it will end. 
We have only one wish—that it may not 
be too soon—that we may have time to 
reach the field of combat to at least re- 
place those who may fall if we have not 
the happiness to give our own lives. 
Basi. 


I know that you are interested in my 
future mission and to-day I am able to 
announce it. 

The better part has been chosen for me. 
Coming from the Diocese of Poitiers, from 
the land of Théophane Vénard and Blessed 
Cornay, and as a parishoner of Fr. Euse- 
bius Vénard, I am booked for Maritime 
Tonkin. 

If I must regret not being able to assist 
in Paris at the solemnity of his Beatifi- 
cation, I am amply compensated by the 
opportunity which I shall have to make 
a pilgrimage to the scene of Théophane’s 
martyrdom, to venerate his head which, 
you know, was left at Tonkin; and then 
to celebrate Mass on the day of the sol- 
emnity. 

Have I not reason to believe that I have 
drawn the best lot of all? And may I 
not hope for the powerful intercession of 
our dear martyr to whom I owe my sweet 
apostolic vocation and the special favor 
of being sent to Tonkin? Am I presump- 
tuous to hope for his constant intercession, 
and if not for the crown of martyrdom, 
at least for the crown of Heaven, the palm 
promised to the conquerors. 

More than ever do I need fervent prayers 
to be a missionary such as were those of 
past generations—who, worthy of martyr- 
dom, have made the Society and Re- 
ligion illustrious by the shedding of their 
blood. Fifty years—6o years, after these, 
we come, their imitators, to gather the har- 
vest on the soil which they prepared, 
sowed and watered. May we have fruit 
as abundant! 

The mission to which I am assigned is 
a new foundation, established in 1900. 
Out of two million inhabitants there were 
90,000 Catholics last year. The thirty 
missionaries on the ground baptized 8,263 
pagan infants and 1,371 adults, a fine 
sheaf, is it not, to present to the Father of 
the family? 

The extraordinary number of pagan in- 
fant baptisms is due especially to an awful 
rice famine in which numerous families 
perished from hunger. 

In conclusion, I beg your prayers to 
soften the grief of my family caused by 
separation. My beloved father and mother 
are old. The day when they would have 
realized their most precious dream—to 
see their children priests—will see them 
depart with no hope of a reunion until 
we meet in Heaven. Their hearts are al- 
ready bruised by my brother Alfred’s de- 
parture, who left on the 11th of Septem- 
ber and in two weeks more, the sacrifice 
will be repeated. May God give me 
strength and courage. 

With sincere regards, I am, as ever, 

Yours in Our Saviour and Mary 
Immaculate, 
Basit Huctin, M. Ap. 
of Maritime Tonkin. 


P.S.—The departure will take place 
from Paris Dec. 2 and from Marseilles on 
the 6th. I shall be with my family from 
Oct. roth to Nov. rst. 

The good-bye is over, eight days ago. 
- My father and mother suffered keenly 
when I was going, but they had accepted 
the sacrifice long before and generously 
offered it to God for His glory, for their 
own salvation and for the salvation of 
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souls. May the Blessed Virgin soften 
for them the grief of separation. It is 
to her motherly protection that I have con- 
fided them. 

I am simply waiting now for our de- 
parture from Paris, next Wednesday, and 
the steamer that leaves on the 22nd will 
land us on the shores of Tonkin. 

Oh! how happy I am, and how proud 
to have received this beautiful mission! 
I could not reasonably be otherwise when 
I consider the links which bind me to the 
Venerable Théophane through his ven- 
erable brother. 

To give you an idea of the joy which 
filled the soul of Fr. Eusebius Vénard 
when he learned that I was booked for 
Tonkin, I will say that he could hardly 
express it in words or by his letters. The 
best proof of his satisfaction is that he 
wishes to be present at my departure. In 
spite of his advanced age he does not 
fear to make the journey. 

Iam going to ask, with insistency, prayers 
for the young missionary of Maritime Ton- 
kin, for his work and above all for his 
sanctification. 


FR. BASIL HUCTIN, MISSIONARY APOSTOLIC. 
Departed for Maritime Tonkin, Dec. 2, 1908. J 


The choicer and more beautiful is my 
inheritance, the greater is my obligation 
to care for it with zeal and love. Pray 
that I may be a holy missionary priest. 
God and our blessed Mother will do the 
rest for me. 

Be assured that on my part I will not 
forget you. I will unite my prayers 
with that of my Christians for all who 
included in your intentions. 

Affectionately in Our Lord and Mary Im- 
maculate, 

Basit Huctin, 
Miss. Apos. 


"ok 


There is only one fault which we 
would find with the Paris Seminary. 
It is practically confined to French- 


speaking aspirants, therefore, ex- 
clusive, or shall we say it, not Catho- 
lic enough in its scope. Lately, 
however, we have learned from the 
Superior that an English youth has 
been accepted and we hope that this 
will be only a beginning. 
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English-speaking Catholics are lis- 
tening to the call from the heathen. 
Those who go forth will need above all 
things else the cheerful spirit of de- 
tachment which the Missions Et- 
rangéres so successfully cultivates in 
its members and which, if possible, 
should be passed on to the Catholic 
sons of every land. 


—_—_—_—_—_ 


ON THE PRESIDENT’S HIGHWAY 


‘T HE proposed journey of President 

Roosevelt to the heart of Africa 
has drawn public attention to the so- 
called Dark Continent. Among other 
districts, which we understand it is 
the intention of our present execu- 
tive to visit, is Uganda; and as 
several letters have recently arrived 
at the Diocesan Office from Mill Hill 
Fathers in that region, we quote 
two for our Fie_p AFAR readers. 
One of these letters gives a_ brief 
resumé of the many evidences of 
progress among the African blacks, 
and will be found especially instruc- 
tive. It is written by Fr. Stam, a 
Hollander by birth. 


PROGRESS IN AFRICA. 


That progress is made in Africa there 
can be no doubt. Judging’ by East 
Africa and Uganda one would say that 
Africa ought to be well on towards civil- 
ization within the next ten years. But 
there is a great drawback for the white 
settler,—the climate. It is true that the 
highlands of East Africa are healthful 
and will produce almost any kind of crop, 
but much of the land is low, preventing 
the white man from settling and rearing 
children. 

Along the Uganda railway it is not so 
unhealthful as formerly. Take e. g., Ki- 
sumu or Port Florence, the railway head. 
This place had the notoriety of being the 
graveyard for East Africa. Thousands 
of rupees have been spent to cut away all! 
undergrowth and papyrus along the lake 
shore. Where formerly the mosquito 
found breeding places we can now take a 
refreshing walk along the Connaught pa- 
rade, but all the same Kisumu remains 
unhealthful and the government employees 
keep contsantly on the move. 


AFRICA FOR THE AFRICANS. 


This country is for the blacks and there 
is no fear that the original inhabitants wi 
be exterminated, as in America or New 
Zealand. They will learn to cultivate 
the land and to supply world-markets 
with cotton, rubber, sen-sen or ground 
nuts, but the country will remain their’s 
and not the white man’s. Already rapid 
strides have been made. This, of course, 
is due to the Uganda railway. Where 
formerly, and only ten years ago caravans 
had to be organized, consisting of hundreds 
of porters and askaris, to travel through 
hostile countries, now a ticket is bought 
in Mombasa, a comfortable railway car- 
riage provided and without any effort on 
his part the traveler is brought to Ente- 
bbe, the headquarters of the Uganda gov- 
ernment, 








8 


HOTELS, 


RAILROADS AND STEAM- 
ERS 


Hotels are found in Mombasa, Nairobi, 
Naivaska and Nakuru and where no 
hotels have been erected dawkbungalows 
provide lodging and further comforts. 
When he has traveled the 600 miles amidst 
the beauties of nature the traveler arrives 
in Kisumu and transfers his luggage to 
one of the comfortable steamers on Vic- 
toria Nyanza from which he is landed in 
Entebebe where he can be brought by rick- 
shaw to his hotel. Of course if one wishes 
to go off the beaten track he will find him- 
self suddenly plunged into the Africa of 
the Stanleys and the Camerons with fio 
hotels, no dawkbungalows, no comforts 
of any sort—he is thrown back on his own 
resources. There the old caravan life 
comes in in all its fulness. He has to 
carry a tent, cooking utensils, food for the 
journey, all on the heads of the natives. 
Swamps have to be crossed and rivers 
bridged. This is the life of most of the 
missionaries out here. As a rule it is 
useless for us to remain in business cen- 
tres where the people’s minds are turned 
to trade and find no time to think of re- 
ligion. The success of the missionary 
lies inland where people are not corrupted 
by money mania. We learned this lesson 

-arly in our experience. 


MISSION EXPERIMENTS. 


Our first mission station was opened in 
Kisumu or Port Florence. A plot was 
secured along the main road where thou- 
sands of Kavironds pass on their way to 
the big market. But the experience of a 
couple of years pointed out to us that Ki- 
sumu was not the place for starting the 
evangelization of the Kavirondo. A sec- 
ond sation was opened in Ojola about nine 
miles out of Kisumu. It would have been 
better had we gone even further but the 
place had to be ata reasonable distance 
because the priest of Ojola must go into 
Kisumu Sundays to look after the spirtiual 
wants of the Goanese railway employees 
and other Catholics resident in that place. 
pencany it is scarcely one year and a half 

e can say that success is assured. Three 
Raviead have been baptized and 22 
Catechumens are under instruction. Of 
course these numbers are not large, 
but all beginnings are difficult and slow. 
The pioneer missionary has to store pa- 
tience and self-sacrifice, he has to put up 
with many things if he wants to be a suc- 
cess. 


COMPARISON WITH CHINA. 


Uganda proper saw difficulties in the 
beginning. Not all of a sudden did people 
come in crowds to be instructed. Look 
at China: the reports which are forthcom- 
ing gladden the hearts of every Christian 
but we have to remember that this was 
not ‘brought about in a couple of years 
When I was in Usoga, the adjoining country 
of Uganda, six years ago, I could not have 
thought that in so short a time crowds 
would be coming in as they do now. 
Nothing in those days could justify us 
to be so sanguine about it. So will it be 
with Kavivondo. God’s blessing is re- 
quired and an occasional prayer on the 
part of people at home and the church 
will prosper in Kavivondo just as in Ugan- 
da and Usoga. 

N. Stam, 
Mill Hill Mission, 
Kavivondo. 


" % 


Pray for the Missions and for the de- 
velopment of a missionary spirit among the 
Catholics of ‘America, 
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ANOTHER ALUMNUS OF MILL 
HILL SEMINARY. 


Fr. Francis Burns, whose name is 
now familiar to our readers, writes from 
Nyenga, also in Uganda, under date 
of Sept. 30, giving us an interesting 
account of a feast day celebration 
among his blacks: 

I have just returned from a visit to the 
islands of my parish and sit down to re- 
deem my promise of anj account of 
my journey. On my arrival in Buvama 
Island, I found the Christians awaiting my 
coming and preparing for the great feast 
of the Assumption of Our Lady. As the 
roof of the Church leaked badly, owing 
to the ravages of ants, I set the men to 
work to cut grass for thatching it. To 
others I distributed many smz ller jobs. 
In. fact, we had a regular spring cleaning 
to make things clean and tidy. To the 
children I assigned the task of collecting 
palms and wild flowers for the decoration 
of the altar, while the women were em- 
ployed in sweeping the church, the sanc- 
tuary and the sacristy and strewing the 
floors with freshly cut grass. The’ Mis- 
sion-Station was then weeded and swept. 

Judging from the numbers of busily- 
employed natives, a visitor would have 
been surprised to learn that he was in 
the heart of a country devastated by 
sleeping sickness and that all around lay 
depopulated villages and that barely 
one-tenth of the former population was 
now in existence. 

The day preceding the feast was a busy 
one for me, as a grand spiritual spring 
cleaning was to come off. Seated on a 
rough board in the confessional box, I 
found the task a most uncomfortable one, 
for, after the third hour, the unevenness 
of the seat made itself felt, and I was very 
much relieved when at 5.30 in the evening 
the last penitent was dismissed and I 
could go out into the open and take a 
breath of fresh air. 

At 7 o’clock the next morning, the drums 
were beaten and soon the church was 
filled with Christians singing their hymns 
to Our Lady and begging her intercession 
with Almighty God for a cure for this 
dreadful disease of sleeping sickness. At 
the end of high Mass the penitents of the 
day before to the number of two hundred 
and twenty-five approached the Com- 
munion rails for the reception of their 
Lord and Redeemer, the Ite Missa Est 
was sung and soon the Church was filled 
with the voices of the communicants re- 
citing in common the prayers of thanks- 
giving. 

After a hasty breakfast my door was 
opened and in a few moments every 
available inch of floor was occupied by 
Christians on a visit to their parish priest. 


HILL, 


ENGLAND. 


Joseph’s Seminary for Foreign - Missions. 


The priest’s head had to wag in all direc- 
tions in answer to the oft- repeated ques- 
tions: “‘How did you pass the night?” 
He had to assure all that he thoroughly 


enjoyed his night’s rest. Actually his 
ee reverted to the hard, uneven 


sat of the day before in the Confessional 
assuring himself that an attempt would 
soon be made to chip off some of the more 
uneven spots. After a lengthy chat on all 
kinds of subjects, the visitors took their 
leave and the missionary found himself 
at liberty to interview his Catechists and 
inquire into the state of the Christians 
and catechumens. 

At 2 o’clock in the afternoon the drums 
were again beaten and the church filled 
for the afternoon service. During Bene- 
diction the Rosary was said and after the 
Service evening prayers and the Litany of 
Our Lady were recited and a collection 
of hymns to Our Lady sung. The re- 
remainder of the day was spent in visiting 
many of the Christians at their homes 
and in watching parties of wrestlers, for 
the African is a born wrestler. In this 
way the Feast of the Assumption cele- 
brated in Buvuma Island. 

The remainder of my stay was spent in 
instructing and examining catechumens 
and in visiting the sick. In accordance 
with instructions from His Lordship, 
Bishop Hanlon, I took some adult cate- 
chumens out of the island and placed 
them in a Mission on the mainland of 
Uganda. There they will receive proper 
instruction in our faith, as owing to my 
broken visits I am uable to keep them 
under continuous instruction. Up to the 
present twenty catechumens have thus 
been placed and many more are being 
prepared by catechists and will follow 
their example. Much, however, remains 
to be done, for sleeping sickness besides 
causing death of the body has brought 
about the apostasy of many. Of these 
thirteen returned to their religious du- 
ties during my last visit and there is great 
hope that by their means many others will 
follow the good example set them. Asking, 
Dear Father Walsh, your prayers and 
those of your Young Apostles on behalf 
of these poor afflicted islanders, I remain 

Your fellow-apostle in the Field Afar, 

Francis M. Burns 


“ ok 
THE WORLD’S POPULATION. 


The number of human beings in the 
world is, according to the Statistical Bu- 
reau of Stuttgart, 1,544,510,000. Out of 
every thousand of the earth’s inhabitants, 
346 are Christains, 144 are Mohammedan, 
7 are Isrealite, and 533 Of other or no 
religions. 


(Communicated by 
densburg.) 


the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Og- 
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OES any one wish to be sponsor 
to a choir of native Africans re- 
cently formed in the heart of Uganda? 
In this event his responsibility will 
end when he has provided the ip- 
strument alluded to in this letter 
from our friend Mother Paul. 
Franciscan Convent, 
Nsambya, P. O., Kampala 
Uganda, B. E. Africa. 
DEAR FATHER WALSH: 

I should like to make a personal appeal 
to organists and choir folk of Boston 
Catholic Churches to club together and 
get us a small harmonium for our new 
school that we may help the service of 
God in training our “‘savages’’ to sing. 
Just a little energy on the part of one or 
two would bring us that coveted gift, 
and would make them as happy as our- 
selves in doing such a good work. 

Boston is the very center of harmony, 
and harmoniums and freight steamers sail 
weekly from its ports. Who will take up 
my earnest appeal? It would arouse new 
interest in and greater sympathy for all 
Foreign Missions, especially ours. For- 
give my constant begging, please. Africa 
is so large and roomy that we long to fill 
up our small corner of it with gifts; and 
every gift bearing that glorious stamp 
“U.S. A.,’”’ adds to its value. 

I am quite sure you will find a corner 
in your Diocesan office to treasure up any- 
thing that may be sent by generous do- 
nors to get the harmonium. If they 
know that they may safely send you the 
offering, they will not hesitate a moment. 
Thanks be to God and our friends we are 
going on well and our work is growing in 
each branch and giving promise of future 
glory for God and Holy Church. 

Your servant in Xto, 
MorTHER Mary PAut, O.S.F. 
i OM 
[° may not be known to our readers 
that the community to which 
Mother Paul of Uganda, Africa, be- 
longs, has an American novitiate. 

The Mother-house of this Com- 
munity is at Mill-Hill and its found- 
ers were a group of Anglican nuns, 
who, under Cardinal Manning, be- 
came Catholic, taking the rule and 
habit of the Franciscans. The Com- 
munity at present has one house in 
England, two in Africa and three in 
the United States (Baltimore, Nor- 
folk and Richmond). The novitiate 
is located on Maryland Ave., Balti- 
more and those who join are prepared 
especially, though not exclusively, 
for work among the colored children. 

The community will be glad to 
accept candidates who are especially 
inclined and adapted to this worthy 
mission. 


Is “A Modern Martyr” on _ the 


shelves of your family library? If not 
you are losing an opportunity to inter- 
est yourself and others, and to make your 
faith stronger and better by reading the 
letters of this saintly young apostle who 
has so signally honored our Church and 
our age, 


IN THE LITTLE ISLAND EMPIRE. 


THE FIRST CATHOLIC CHURCH 
IN JAPAN. 


VERYBODY who is acquainted 
with the history of Japan knows 
that, following the cruel persecutions 
in whichthe last Bishop and the last 
priest were put to death, Catholic mis- 
sionaries were not allowed to set foot 
on the soil of that country for 250 
years, when finally, through an Ameri 
can officer, Commodore Perry, peaceful 
relations were opened between Japan 
and the Western world. 

Catholic priests went at once to 
administer to the European residents, 
and to the City of Yokohoma fell the 
privilege of building the first church 
in modern Japan, which was finished 
January 12th, 1862, and dedicated 
to the Sacred Heart in the presence 
of an immense ¢rowd of people, Jap- 
anese and foreigners. 

At that time, Yokohoma was only 
a poor fishing village, with not more 
than a few hundred inhabitants, but 
it was here that the foreigners settled, 
and for that reason the site was se- 
lected. Again, the new church was 
to stand as a public protest against 
the ill-will of the Japanese govern- 
ment which, even after the estab- 
lishment of new rules, forbade under 
the severest penalties any preaching of 
religion to the Japanese themselves. 

Though the church was a plain 
wooden building, absolutely unpre- 
tentious and in striking contrast 
with the splendid Buddhist temples 
which adorn the island Empire, yet 
the Japanese looked on it as a marvel. 
Hundreds and even thousands trav- 
eled from Tokio and other places to 
see the ‘‘Foreign Temple.’’ ‘The mis- 
sionaries rejoiced at this movement, 
hoping that among the visitors would 
be found many to embrace the Chris- 
tian faith. But suddenly, like a bolt 
from the clear, came a government 
order to arrest all Japanese visiting 
the ‘‘Foreign Temple’ and to throw 
them into prison. 


To-day we are living in better 
times when the practise and preach- 
ing of religion are quite free. The 
former little fishing village of Yoko- 
hama now numbers 359,000 souls and 
has the best harbor in all Japan, be- 
sides being one of the greatest cities 
of the Empire. The priest now is 
as free in Yokohama as he is in Bos- 
ton. The little church of the Sacred 
Heart has recently been moved to a 
more sightly location and is still the 
church of the foreign residents. Yo- 
kohama has also a church for Japan- 
ese Catholics that counts in its parish 
7oo souls. The building in which 
they worship in is a modest chapel, 
dedicated to St. Michael, the patron 
saint of Japan. This parish is in 
charge of Rev. M. Steichen. Father 
Steichen is an alumnus of the Paris 
Seminary for Foreign Missions and 
was for many years stationed in 
Tokio, where by his zeal and piety 
he won the regard of all classes. He 
is the author of the Christian Dat- 
myos, which has appeared in Jap- 
anese, English, German and French, 
and is looked upon universally as an 
authorative work. 

Father Steichen now finds his 
church too small for his congregation 
and he hopes to build a second chapel 
in another part of Yokohama to 
accommodate the poor Catholics who 
live too far from the main church and 
also to serve as a meeting hall for the 
immense number of infidels living in 
that section of Yokohama, many of 
whom have no knowledge of Christ. 
Father Steichen, who would welcome 
and graciously acknowledge any gift 
for his work, promises to send an ac- 
count on the American fleet in Japan. 


THOUGHTS FROM MODERN 
MARTYRS makes a delightful gift- 
book. It 1s designed to occupy a place 
on the reading table or the prayer-desk 
where it may be taken up occasionally 
and extracts read therefrom. 

The book is bound in leather or cloth. 
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CHINA.—Direct Correspondence. 


letter received lately from Fr. 

Kennelly, S.J., throws more light 
on the quest for English-speaking mis- 
sionaries. It was good Fr. Ken- 
nelly, as some of our readers may re- 
call, who was taken for a Chinaman 
by two American priests visiting 
Shanghai. In relating the incident 
we evidently gave undue credit to 


County Cork, Ireland, as will. be 
noted in the course of Fr. Ken- 
nelly’s communication, which fol- 
lows: 


St. Joseph’s Church, 
Shanghai, Oct. 3d, 1908. 
DeAR FaTHER WALSH: 

Your late number of THE Fietp AFAR 
isat hand. After having read it, I sent it, 
together with the June issue, to the Sisters, 
Helpers of the Holy Souls, in Shanghai, 
among whom are several hailing from 
England, Ireland and even from the States. 
Their names do not appear in your list of 
English-speaking nuns in China, but I 
hope to be able to supplement the omis- 
sion later on. We have also in this mis- 
sion an English ecclesiastical student, Mr. 
George Horan, who will be a priest in 
about four years, and one Canadian lay 
brother, Mr. William Doherty. Both are 
in China about two years and do excellent 
work teaching English in the Sicawei Col- 
lege. 

I am delighted to see you take up the 
English-speaking need, and hope you will 
keep the matter before the public. Priests 
are especially needed in the large open 


ports. Here, English and American Cath- 
olics are found, without generally any 


English priest to minister to their spiritual 


wants. The result is what may be ex- 
pected. The people soon drift into in- 
difference, give up all church-going and 


cease to frequent the sacraments. One 
of the Secretaries of the British Legation, 
in Peking, a Catholic, told me lately that 
all they could get on Sundays was a Mass 
said hurriedly by the French chaplain in 
the French Legation chapel. He added that 
there was never a sermon throughout the 
year, and that he never saw any social work 
done for foreigners and especially for Eng- 
lish-speaking Catholics by the French 
priests. The same may be said of other 
important places, in all of which an Eng- 
lish church and mission should be estab- 
lished. The 10 priests already in the 
country, some of whom are in such out-of- 
the-way places that they render little or 
no service to English-speaking people, are 
as a drop of water in the great ocean. 

Wonderful changes are going on in 
China. There is an increasing popular 
demand for a Constitution and reforms 
are urged by numerous decrees from the 
throne—army reform, naval reform, ad- 
ministrative reform, a prohibitive opium 
consuming reform, educational, judicial 
and currency reform, dress and language 
reform. Little is said of a moral reform, 
though this would be also much needed, 
and will come through the Catholic Church 
if it is alive to the situation. Christianity, 
as Mr. Taft says, is the only basis of mod- 
ern civilization and progress. 

The present number of Catholic converts 
in all China, after three centuries of work, 
is but a little over one million. Of these. 
14,000 are foreign Catholics. The number 
of Catholic priests is only 1,850, of whom 


600, or one-third of the whole, belong to 
the native clergy. The number of Prot- 
estant converts, after one century of w ork 
is 154,000. Protestant Missionaries ac- 
tually in the field number 3,800 foreigners 
(men, 1,600; wives of missionaries, 1,200; 
single women, 1,000). They are recruited 
from among 80 different denominations 
and carry on their work assisted by 8,000 
native helpers, among whom 2,600 are 
school-teachers and 1,000 bible-women. 

These short notes and this comparative 
view of the field, will, I hope, place in full 
light the present state of China, stimulate 
the zeal of many Catholics at home and 
obtain for us and our work the prayers of 
the Archdiocese. 

In your June number, 1908, of THE 
FreLpD AFAR, you have made me a Cork 
man; I am a Kerry man, and in 1910 
will be 25 years in China. The story of 
the American priest who took me for a 
Chinaman is delightful! It reminds me 
of a similar incident which happened some 
time ago to a French missionary in Shang- 
hai who was also taken for a ( ‘hiname in by 
one of his own countrymen. “Yes,” said 
he, ‘“‘but a Chinaman born in Paris.’””’. The 
native dress and pigtail which we flaunted 
in the past are now discarded in Shanghai 
and the French clerical dress worn in their 
place. This measure will be soon extended 
to other parts of the Shanghai mission. 

Mr. McCraig Martin, a North of Ireland 
man, has been received into the church 
here in Shanghai. His wife will soon imi- 
tate his example. In a fortnight, I will 
receive four other,s all Anglicans, who are 
abandoning the establishment because of 
its endless divisions. May many others 
follow their generous example. 

Yours sincerely in our Lord, 
M. KENNELLY, S.J. 


i“ © 


O Fr. Kennelly, S. J., we are also 
indebted for the following live news 
from China:— 


A Chinaman’s Admiration of Shanghat. 


A Chinaman who visited Shanghai, 
for the first time in his life describes 
it as follows: ‘“‘He never saw a pig, 
dog or chicken running in the street 
during his visit of five days.”’ Ex- 
traordinary indeed, this foreign city! 
China in now attempting to get out 
of the old grooves and come up to 
standard with the civilized world. 


New Ning-po. 

On August 12th, 1908, the good 
Sisters of Charity opened a new hos- 
pital, home for the aged and asylum 
at Ning-po, in the province of 
Chehkiang. 


Sad End of a Franco-Chinese Marriage. 


Hospital opened at 


The son of the late Chinese Min- 


ister to Paris married a French 
Catholic girl, who followed him to 
China. When they passed through 


Shanghai, he accompanied her to 
church and seemed to be a model 
husband. But on reaching the Cap- 
ital, his attitude changed entirely 
and swayed by native influence, he 


took several Chinese concubines. 

The wife then experienced the bit- 

terness of her position and finally 

secured a divorce. 

Protection of Missionaries Through- 
out the Winter of 1908. 

With the approach of Winter and 
because of the prevailing distress 
caused by drought and floods in 
many parts of China this year, it is 
feared there will be much discontent 
and outlalwry among the _ people 
during the comtyg winter. Mission- 
aries will therefore be much exposed 
and will possibly suffer persecution 
in remote and other regions. To pre- 
vent this, the Grand Council has 
issued a circular letter to the high 
provincial authorities bidding them 
to be on the alert and give, wherever 
needed extra protection to mission- 


aries and their work throughout the 
winter. 
Terrible Ravages caused by Cholera 


in the Sister's Convent at Hankow. 

An epidemic of cholera has been 
raging during the past two months 
in the Yangtse valley and has proved 
fatal especially to those living in 
Hankow. The report goes that 30,- 
ooo have died from the pestilence, 
but possibly one-fifth of that number 
would be correct. <A singularly pa- 


thetic story is told of the Italian 
Roman Catholic convent in _ that 
town. Earlier in the year there was 


continued sickness of different kinds 
in the convent, one Sister after 
another falling ill. By the middle 
of August, however, it was hoped 
that a better state of health was as- 
sured. But on the 23rd, two Sis- 
ters were suddenly struck down by 
cholera; one recovered; the other 
died in less than a day. Almost 
immediately another Sister fell ill 
and was only saved with the greatest 
difficulty. On Aug. 26th, a fourth 
Sister, one of the —aee arrived 
in the conv ent, was laid low and died 
in two days. Yet a fifth Sister was 
seized with cholera, but fortunately 
recovered. The result of such a 
scourge has been a heavy burden on 
the devoted nuns. A wing of the 
convent containing 18 rooms had to 
be completely disinfected while a 
considerable amount of furniture and 
linen was destroyed. An appeal has 
been made to Shanghai and several 
have generously come forward and 
assisted the Sisters in putting the 
convent in order again. 


Why China has been Classed a Third- 
rate Power. 


At the last peace conference, China 
was placed on the list of the third-rate 
powers, because of her criminal code, 
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which is barbarian and framed after 
the manner of a low civilization; also 
because she had no navy except a 
few sorry cruisers and a dozen river 
gunboats. It is now expected that 
the new code of laws will be soon es- 
tablished and the navy brought up 
to the standard of the Great Powers. 


Locusts in Kiangpeh (North Kiangsu.) 
All the crops in the northern por- 
tion of the district of Suhtsien, 
in North Kiangsu, have been eaten 
up by swarms of locusts. The young 
locusts are beginning to use their 
wings, and if not killed, will commit 
extensive devastation. Destitution is 
already beginning to be felt among 
the people. A Catholic missionary 
is stationed in this district and ad- 
ministers there to 2400 baptized 
converts. He has also 2000 catechu- 
mens preparing for baptism and will 
have great difficulty in carrying on 
his work during winter and helping 
them in their misery. 
The Worship of Confucius in China. 
On the 22nd of September, all 
teachers and students of Canton city 
celebrated the 2,408th anniversary 
of the birth of Confucius. Instead 
of kneeling, however, as usual, they 
only bowed to his tablet. The Vice- 
roy, on learning this, issued a proc- 
lamation, ordering that as Confucius 
was the great Saint of China and the 
patron of literature, all should pros- 
trate themselves before his image and 
honor him equally with the Emperor. 
The same day a meeting was held 
in Hongkong to resuscitate the rev- 
erence that should be paid to the 
great Sage. The building ¢f a tample 
was suggested and it was proposed 
to raise $1,000,000 (gold) for that 
purpose. All Chinese do not, how- 
ever, admit such extravagance. On 
the previous day, a native paper 
published a leader on Confucius and 
reviewing his life and work, said: 
“Confucius never taught religion as 
this is understood in the West. He 
was merely a philosopher, who tried 
to improve the Empire, the family 
and the individual. This was his 
work, and for that he should be hon- 
ored as Socrates or Washington but 
nothing more. He himself would 
reject all honors assumed to be any 
thing else. As for temples, worship, 
incense and images, these were the 
last things he would have claimed 
and indeed he would have rejected 
the whole attitude of the literati 
to-day with either scorn or grief.”’ 
These very true and forcible words 
were a bombshell in the midst of the 
festivities, and must undoubtedly be 
displeasing to the votaries of Nature’s 
Saint. 


ISTER Xavier is always a welcome 
contributor to our columns and in- 
quiries are often made about her 
excellent work. In her latest letter 
she writes: 
Ning-po, China, 
Oct. 18th, 1908. 

“It is so very good of our friends in 
America to remember their protegés in 
China. These will not forget them in their 
prayers,—-they daily beg Our Divine Lord 
to repay their benefactors all that they 
owe them. Some little Chinese trifles 
were sent about a month ago which per- 
haps may interest some of them. They 
are little sculptured representations of 
Chinese Life. (These have arrived at the 
Diocesan office). 

This coming month, we shall try and 
send some more souvenirs of Ning-po for 
Christmas. I should like you to be able 
to give some little thing to our kind friends 
to prove that in China, circumstances and 
press of work often make us silent, but 
never ungrateful or forgetful. 


A THEOLOGIAN, A PHILOSOPHER AND 


A 


A Modern Martyr 


is now in its 
Fourth Thousand 
These letters of Théophane 
Vénard have brought comfort 
and light to many a soul. 
They are a household treas- 
ure. The book has been per- 
fected in its latest edition. 





ever, directly their was a slight appearance 
of calm and he himself had recovered from 
his injuries, he was back at his beloved 
Yeochoufou, raising the mission from its 
ruins. I told him to write to you some 
of his experiences, as it would surely in- 
terest you. 

Beg a memento in the Holy Sacrifice 
for us and our works which again have 
been visited by that terrible epidemic, the 
cholera. Now thank God it is over! 

Yours sincerely in the S.H., 
SISTER XAVIER, 
Sister of Charity.’? 


LATIN STUDENT DISCUSSING A TEXT OF 


CONFUCIUS. 


We have had here from Eastern Kiang-si 
good old Pére Dauverchain. He was a 
great friend and co-laborer of Father 
Patrick Moloney who did such good work 
and left such a reputation of sanctity in 
Kiang-si thirty years ago. He died as a 
second St. Francis Xavier, alone at Kin- 


_ tochen, many days’ journey from the near- 


est missionary residence. The Christians, 
however, there declare that Our Lady her- 
self came to console her devoted client at 
that solemn moment and presented him 
with his crown. Fr. Dauverchain is about 
the only missionary left who knew him and 
he has always been longing to see some 
young Irish missionaries following in his 
footseps, but so far, he has not had that 
consolation. I told him of the great head- 
way love and zeal for the missions is making 
in America. At this he rejoiced immensely 
and expressed a strong desire to see THE 
Fietp Arar. My copy goes to Shang-hai 
for the English-speaking Sisters and pa- 
tients there. Might I ask you to send one 
to Fr. Dauverchain, Kiang-si. This devoted 
missionary is a confessor of the faith. In 
1900 he was terribly injured and cut by 
the Boxers; it was a miracle that he es- 
caped with his life’ Never daunted, how- 


P. $.—It is our immense consolation to 
see in THE Fietp Arar that at last the 
need of English-speaking priests in the 
far East is being realized. We hope and 
pray that this means that a missionary 
college will before long be] opened in 
America. 


Following Sister Xavier’s letter 
came one from the venerable Lazarist 
priest to whom she alludes, and who, 
in turn, makes mention of our friends 
the Fathers Fraser. 


En Route By STEAMER FROM SHANGHAI, 


Through the kindness of my Vicar-Apos- 
tolic I have been at Shanghai to consult 
a physician about my physical condition 
(I am now 66 years old). I then went to 
Ning-po to say Mass at the tomb of my 
sister who was a Sister of Charity and 
died at Ning-po in 1903 after 32 years of 
service in China. 

The bishop told me that in those 32 
years, my sister had baptized at least 
25,000 little ones in danger of death. She 
belonged to the same community with 
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Sister Xavier Berkeley who has encour- 
aged me to send you some news, which I 
do gladly. 

I came to China 30 years ago already a 
little advanced in years because I had been 
seriously ill in Africa and had to spend 
eight years afterwards studying in France. 
At the end of this time I was in good 
physical condition and the climate of 
China with its food always agreed with me. 


Fr. PatrRicK MOLONEY. 


In my new mission I found good Fr. 
Patrick Moloney whom I had known in 
Paris. He was an excellent missionary, 
had been on the ground to years and was 
very fond of the Chinese, whom he would 
not class, as did certain foreign business 
men, an ‘inferior race.’ 


Undoubtedly the Chinese are inferior 
in the sense that they are not Christians 
and have not yet benefited by Christian 
civilization but the missionary does not 
like to humiliate them. It is better to 
pray and work for them, and this Fr. 
Patrick Moloney did, and did well. Un- 
fortunately he was taken from us at the 
close of his ten years of labor. Early in 
1882, he left on a missionary tour, to 
make his annual visit to Kin-te-tchene, 
the porcelain makers’ district, and here 
he fell ill and died. 

However,defunctus adhuc loquitur, (dead, 
he yet speaks) : 

At Dublin a zealous Jesuit has founded 
under his patronage an apostolic school 
for the missions, and has published his life 
in St. Joseph’s Sheaf. He has also founded 
a Patrick Moloney Burse and has supplied 
several missions with priests. Among 
others two have come to the Jesuits in 
China, two are making their theology with 
our fathers in Europe, with the intention 
of coming to China. 

Ask God to give us many vocations like 
that of Father Moloney. 

We have such a great need of mission- 
aries. The population of our mission 
alone is 12 millions and traveling is slow 
and difficult. We are working to form 
Chinese priests and we already have some 
who are excellent. It is a difficult task, 
very delicate, but our bishop is making 
great sacrifices to promote it. 

Our vicariate embraces four depart- 
ments; ours is the most extreme and the 
most populous, having it is reckoned three 
million inhabitants. We have four resi- 
dent missionaries at two, three and six 
days’ journey from our central post. 

At the principal residence, we have three 
missionaries and a house of Sisters of 
Charity, with seven Sisters, four French 
and three Chinese. 

The missionary establishment includes 
one church—a temporary structure—two 
children’s schools; one catechumenate for 
men and a preparatory school for the 
Seminary. There is a similar school at 
the other end of the diocese. 





While in Ning-po, I was much edified 
to meet two spendid Canadian priests, 
named Fraser, two brothers, who although 
they do not belong to our Congregation, 
are working with our fathers and doing 
much good. 

They are helped largely by Mass-offer- 
ings which are sent to them from America. 
These are a veritable boon for a priest in 
China, where the native offering is neces- 
sarily.small and in most places very rare 
(for lack of means, however, rather than 
of faith or good will, understand). 

Most sincerely yours in Christ, 

F. DAUVERCHAIN, C.M. 
ll 
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N a communication tothe Honolulu 
Times, acopy of which Brother 
Dutton of the Leper Settlement at 
Molokai sends to us, we are pleased 
to note a special appeal for reading 
matter from this worthy Vermonter 
who represents so nobly the Catholics 
of New England. Brother Dutton 
after a tirade on indecent publications, 
speaks thus of his need among the 
lepers of Molokai: 

Our people need diversion and occupa- 
tion. Amongst other things for these pur- 
poses, I keep on the veranda here—chang- 
ing weekly—a pile of picture albums, 11- 
lustrated magazines and papers, having 
always a large stock in reserve. The al- 
bums are properly made up. Twenty- 
two have come from Mr. Clifford of Lon- 








recently noted and President Roosevelt 
has sought to increase the action so fai 
as the laws might permit—all of which 
warrants a greater hope. And for over- 
coming, there is no more one competent, 
so far as my knowledge goes, than our 
“never say-die,’’ wholesome minded Presi- 
dent, Mr. Roosevelt. 
May God bless every effort. 
JoserH Dutton, 
Molokai. 


in Tue Fietp AFAR the shunned 


leper is awaiting the touch of Jesus’ 
Word to make him clean. The 
centurion has a sick servant, ‘‘ready 


to die,’ and the widow of Naim asks 
the return of her dead. 





MOLOKAI—KALAWAO, 


The Settlement for Leprous Men. 


don, and my helpers make many here, us- 
ing good and instructive pictures. 

The magazines and papers, though, 
need ‘‘editing,’’ as it were, a second edit- 
ing. Those that go on the shelves to take 
their turn in regular order weekly on the 
veranda, thus start on their round of use- 
fulness only so fast as I can do the editing, 
taking from the reserve boxes and going 
through them thoroughly—at odd times, 
often at night,—cutting out and destroy- 
ing whatever may be offensive in a moral 
sense. 

You might think our people do not 
need this care—that they would not un- 
derstand. Ah, they understand what 
comes from the white people, the white 
things and the black—the black things 
very quickly, and the more extensively 
from the fact that things in art—which 
some of us may look upon, or ought to 
look upon as art simply, are not so re- 
garded by them. 

I have expressed a hope that the powers 
of the National government might be 
brought into action to an extent that 
would accomplish great good, as with the 
lottery. These powers have in fact, been 
brought into use somewhat, as we have 





The Scene of Fr. Damien's Labors. 

Pity the man with the palsy as yet 
not assured of his sins forgiven. There 
Matthew is at his usual business. No 
dear Voice has said to them, ‘‘Follow 
Me.” 

Behold the cripple of Bethesda there, 
who knows not of the sweet, the mirac- 
ulous proof of Jesus’ pitying tear. 

No loving Feet are near for a Mag- 
dalen to kiss. 

Let us send Christ to the ‘‘man with 
the withered hand,’’ to ‘‘the demoniac”’ 
to “‘the man born blind.” 

Martha and Mary shall have Laz- 
arus back for His coming—the apostles 
will be greater than twelve. 

Poor Field Afar! No 
no Nazareth, no Calvary, 
and no Bread. 

Like Judas we kiss The Saviour 
while we keep the thirty pieces of silver, 
the price of Him, there. 

Mary ALLEGRA GALLAGHER. 


Bethlehem, 
no Altar 




















OUR YOUNG APOSTLES. 
A CHINESE PRIEST’S LETTER. 


PAUL LEONG (‘A Tchu’ seems to 

be another portion of his name 
used, perhaps, during the grippe sea- 
son), is one of Bishop Merel’s native 
priests, down in the great province of 
Kwang-Tung, China. 

Fr. Paul has evidently heard that 
he might find in Boston, or through 
Boston, as a medium, an occasional 
benefactor; and some weeks ago he 
addressed a letter to this office written 
in Chinese. Fortunately for us he for- 


warded his letter very properly 
through his bishop who, himeelf, 


translated the document for Western 
eyes. We will make no comment on 
the photograph or the appeal further 
than to say that both arrived when 
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the poor people, deprived of this world’s 
goods and unable to provide for the ex- 
penses of superstition. 

Numberless throngs of catechumens are 
insistent in their calls for instruction and 
baptism, but to reach all these people or 
to receive them into our catechumenates 
we need catechists, and more ample accom- 
modations. As to the first need—in spite 
of the fatigue that follows frequent preach- 
ing—lI can easily act as catechist in many 
places but what T can not do is to build ora- 
tories in the different localities under my 
jurisdiction. 

A SALUTE TO THE AMERICANS. 

For many seasons past I have learned 
through my brothers, the French priests, 
that you have a pen as good and Fruitful 
as your heart, in the interest of the Chinese 
missionaries; that you have narrated the 
martyrdom of some, like Théophane Vén- 
ard and the apostolic conquests of all; that 
in fact you are constantly coming to their 
aid by drawing the sympathy of the Amer- 
ican people of whom you are one, and who 
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penses and other incidental necessary out- 
lays. The neophytes and catechumens are 
not yet trained to the idea that the Catho- 
lic priest has to live by the altar according 
to the prescription of the Sacred Book. 

Those who come to me asking to be 
freed from the money importunities of their 
clay gods, I can hardly ask to give me my 
daily rice in the name of the true Saviour 
of Heaven. I submit these things to your 
kindness and with a hopeful heart I ask 
you to secure an occasional help for the 
little Chinese missionary Léong of Lui- 
tchaou. I will not fail to ask our ‘neophyies 
to pray that God may bless their bene- 
factors. 

PauL Leone, Native priest.” 


Fr. Paul, let us note, does not sign 
himself quite so abruptly as indicated 
above. The editor shrinks from dis- 
closing in plain English the exalted 
and depressed conditions of benefac- 
tor and beneficiary, respectively con- 





THE FIELD AFAR was in the printer’s 
hands, but we could not resist the 
temptation to present them to our 
readers. 

FATHER PAUL’S LETTER. 

“T send you a photograph representing 
myself in the midst of a group of young 
people, occupied in explaining to them the 
mystery of Redemption for mankind. 

T was happy in the sight of an increasing 
fold of Jesus Christ, Who this year from 
this little peninsula of Lui-Tchaou received 
to His bosom more than 300 neophytes. 
MOVEMENT OF CONVER- 
SIONS. 

In all the districts of this country there 
is an extraordinary movement of conver- 
sions to the Faith, due especially to the 
fear of evil spirits and to the dire needs of 


EXTRAORDINARY 





FR. PAUL LEONG TEACHING 


CATECHISM. 


are gradually becoming as noble through 
their devotion to the Catholic apostolate 
as in their love of true liberty. 

A Native Priest’s Work. 

As a poor child of China, an adopted son 
of the holy Church whose unworthy min- 
ister I am, I do not fear to knock resolutely 
at your door, crying out my needs at the 
risk of being importunate. 

Soon after my ordination to the priest- 
hood I was sent to preach the Gospel in the 
Southern peninsular of China—opposite the 
island of Hai-nan, ; and, under the direction 
of the valiant Fr. Cellard, I did my best 
to interest the country people who flocked 
in large numbers to hear my instructions. 


$25.00 A YEAR. 
Considering my resources ($50 a year*) 
which hardly suffice for my personal needs, 
I am quite unable to meet travelling ex- 


sidered,; but hef{will reproduce the 
faithful translation by Bishop Merel 
which reads ‘‘C’est dans l’espoir de 
votre misericordieuse générosité, que 
je suis, 
mon trés Révérendissime Pére, 
De Votre Paternité 
le trés humble et trés indigne serviteur. 
Signé Pau LEONG, prétre indigéne.”’ 
Fr. Ignatius wishes his Young 
Apostles the happiest of Christmas 
days and the brightest of New Years. 
He asks them to pray for him and 
for the cause in which he has been 
striving to interest them. 


*Mexican value. In U.S. currency $25. 
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“Gather up the fragments that remain 
lest they be lost.’-—JoHN vi., 12. 








Rev. JaMEs ANTHONY Watsu, M. Ap. 
Director in the Archdiocese of Boston, 
62 Union Park STREET, - Boston, Mass. 





Our readers are asked to remember 
in prayer the souls of— 


Elizabeth Thornton 
Mary Rodgers 
Capt. A. McEachern 
John F. Sheehan 
Ann M. Finn 

Ellen Goodwin 
Eugene Goodwin 
Joseph A. Goodwin 
Anne Walsh 
Hannah Little 
William Coade 
John P. Shaw 
Daniel Winn 

Ann Graham 

Mrs. Ellen Whalen 
Mrs. Ellen Duffy 
Mr. Sullivan 
Patrick H. Golden 
Martin Sommers 
Catherine Sommers 
Elizabeth Sommers 
Mary Sommers 
Joseph J. Woods 
Alexander J. Beaton 
Mrs. Mary T. Beaton 
Mary O’Holloran 
Frank O’Holloran 
Barbara Lawless 
Mrs. Marg. A. Rose 
William Hayes 

Mrs. Ellen Cashman 
Mrs. M. A. Bowlan 
John Sheehan 


Patrick Dolan 

Mrs. Mary Kane 
Jeremiah McCarthy 
James Lamb 
Daniel Kelley 
Hugh Morgan 
Stephen Morgan 
Mary Morgan 

Mary F. Collins 
Antoinette Millette 
Albertine Gelinas 
Joseph Paynet 
Joseph Gervais 
Frank G. Keaney 
John Atkins 

Mary Atkins 
Joseph Healy 
George E. Davenport 
Laura W. Davenport 
Mary J. Gow 

Susan Geary 
William Casey 

Mrs. Ellen Norton 
Mrs. Mary Ryan 
Mary Ryan 
Marcella Mullen 
Margaret Mullen 
Margaret Cahill 
Mrs. O’Connell 
George Morgan 
Charles Dollaber 
Robert McLaughlin 
Catherine Neary 


O not let the Xmas Season pass 
without at least a prayer for the 
heathen and add to this your material 


gift. 


These are days when the mite- 





boxes should get a special share of 
attention,—from the children whose 
feast of feasts is approaching, and 
from the grown-ups who cannot bet- 
ter express their compassionate love 
for the Babe of Bethlehem, than by 
helping Him to be born again in the 
wildernesses of this earth. 


You will find “A Modern Martyr” 
an excellent book to present to your non- 
Catholic friends. It opens the heart and 
enters in, preparing the way for the 
grace of conversion. 


THE FIELD AFAR 


WE beg to acknowledge the receipt 

ofa colored print of St. Anne, as 
Patroness of the Beaupré shrine, 
Quebec. This is the work of the 
famous Society of St. Augustine, in 
Bruges, Belgium and it makes us 
wish that all our Catholic subjects 
could find artistic expression in form 
at least as worthy as this. 


Give to your boy some one of our mts- 
stonary books, such as “‘A Modern 
Martyr,” “An American Missionary,” 
or the ‘Life of Just de Bretentéres.” 
Don’t think for a moment that he will 
not be interested. Boys like travel-talk 
and in these books are records of voy- 
ages, hardships and adventures that 
appeal to the youthful mind and, better 
still, impress it with the noblest ideals 
of Christian manhood. 





FR. WILLIAM FRASER, 


(From his latest photograph.) 


E wonder if our readers will 
recognize, in the photograph pre- 
sented on this page, Father William 
Fraser, who went to China only a 
few years ago, and with whose like- 
ness as then reproduced, many are 
familiar. 
Fr. Fraser writes in a recent letter: 
“I returned yesterday from Yuang, a 
city in my new district where we have a 
new chapel almost completed. St. Jo- 
seph is the Patron Saint of the Chapel 
and I was wondering the other day how I 
should get a picture of the Saint to place 
above the Altar, when, as if providentially, 
the check from Boston arrived the same 
day. 
So the community of Yuang will have 
a life-sized painting of their great Patron 
Saint Joseph to whom they will pray for 
your beloved Archbishop, for his flock 
and the many needs of his dioccse. I 
have already secured the painting, which 
has been executed by the Jesuit Fathers 
at Shanghai, and it shall be unveiled with 
great solemnity at the formal opening of 











the new chapel which takes place in a few 
weeks. 

I am making good progress in the Hang- 
chow dialect and can already preach in it. 
When you have learned one dialect in 
China others are easily acquired. 

We are longing for missionaries from 
the United States. Are there signs of any 
coming to join us?” 


i 0% 


Do you wear an S. P. F. pin? It is small, 

serviceable and artistic; but better than 
this, it speaks of a participation in the 
world-wide work for Christ. It will be 
sent, carefully packed, to any address. 
Price twenty cents. 


i % 


Faint-hearted ones! 

Give ear to what the Spirit hath to us de- 
clared. 

Though men may threaten, 

Their threats are all in vain. 

Ye, with the word of God, shatl overthrow 
them. 

Ye, who despairing would but now have 
parted, 

Part ye asunder; but with hopeful heart 

Let each upon his way be going! 

What! is Jerusalem the world? 

Gaze around you! 

Look on the earth and her unnumbered 
peoples, 

Who for the preaching of the Word are 
waiting! 

Look at the mistress of the world, 

Proud Rome! 

Thence shall the Holy Word on all the 
earth 

Shine forth with radiance and with power. 


United be where’er you go, 

Let all things be in common shared. 
Bear joyful witness to the world 

Of your Redeemer’s wondrous deeds! 


He in His Word, His Holy Word, doth 
teach us, 

Gives us the power with joy to make it 
known. 

We are prepared to go to all the nations: 

Bravely to suffer whatsoe’er befall. 

The word of God is sent to every creature 

That so His praise in every tongue be heard 

So willeth God, Who sent His Son to save 


us, 
Who made us sharers of His Holy Ghost. 
To Him, all praise and glory be 

For ever, and for evermore! 

Wagner in the ‘‘Holy Supper of the Apostles.” 


Ob 


Legacies should be made out to 
THE BOSTON DIOCESAN DIRECTOR 
FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE 
FAITH. Headquarters: Cathedral Res- 
idence, Boston, Mass. 


i" OM 


Send to the Diocesan Office twenty- 
five cents in stamps, together with 
your name and address, and we will 
mail you an artistic leather frame 
containing any one of the following 
subjects:—Virgin and Child, Théo- 
phane Vénard, Just de Breteniéres or 
Henry Dorie, in photogravure; or St. 
Francis Xavier, in Belgian color. In 
these frames transparent celluloid is 
used in place of glass so that they may 
be forwarded through the mail. 


THE FIELD AFAR 
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NOTES AND REVIEWS. 


HE ‘Faith of Our Fathers,’ by 
Cardinal Gibbons has proved of 
inestimable value on the missions. 

The Archbishop of Bombay has 
asked for copies, so as to give one to 
each of his priests and the Bishop of 
Mangalore wishes to place it in the 
military stations. 

Many Protestants have been con- 
verted in India by this work. The 
new ‘Streit’ Mission Atlas states that 
there are 783,000 Protestants in India 
and Ceylon, many of whom are in- 
clined towards the Catholic religion. 


AN OLD PRIEST’S ZEAL. 
A PASSIONIST father in the Middle 
West, who is a devoted friend of 
the missionaries, has from time to 
time sent gifts to the diocesan office 
for literature to be forwarded to 
the missions. 

In acknowledging an expressed 
desire to help him in this special work, 
the venerable priest reveals himself 
in the following letter: 

‘“‘Allow me to state the reason why I am 
almost compelled to do such work for mis- 
sionaries. For more than 30 years I have 
been engaged in it. I learned that the 
missionaries often lacked even the most 
necessary books, so I promised two edi- 
tions of ‘‘The Key of Spiritual Treasures ;” 
likewise, two editions of ‘‘The Scapular’ 
booklet and sent them abroad for distri- 
bution. These being disposed of, contin- 
ual petitions for more books reached me. 
Being unable and too old to give out new 
editions, I resolved to send The Faith of 
Our Fathers for the spread of our holy re- 
ligion; the Secret of Sanctity Revealed, a 
devotional booklet and the Glories of Mary 
as a handbook for the missionaries. They 
all speak highly of the Secret of Sanctity 
and call it a wonderful booklet. This year 
I have sent away through a Philadelphia 
firm, 2,300 copies. Of the Glories of Mary, 
I have forwarded over 200 copies. At 
present I am in need of more Glories, but 
this book, retail price, costs about $1.00 
to $1.25, wholesale, 63 cents; if I take a 
quantity for $100.00, I get them for 40 cents. 

To defray expenses, found help through 
our own community, as also through lay 
benefactors, to whom I am often appealing. 
At present, my efforts seem to be all in 
vain. Letters like the enclosed request- 
ing books are coming constantly. Since 
June, I have received such from .56 bishops 
and missionary priests in India, Japan, 
China and Oceanica. I cannot begin to 
answer all the requests. 

Again from time to time, I have been 
asked to send leaflets containing pious 
aspirations. Our Holy Father, Pius X. 
has during the last two years enriched such 
wares with many and great indulgences. 
What a great spiritual benefit these would 
be for the poor souls in Purgatory, for the 
salvation of men, and for the greater ad- 
vancement of God’s glory! I know and 
am convinced that the faithful on the 
missions make good use of such leaflets 
and know how to esteem them as priceless 
treasures. Immediately after our retreat 
I ordered 2000 of such indulgenced prayers 
to be printed. Perhaps, Deo volente, some 
one will have the kindness to give alms 
to help me to procure 50,000 more. 





AMONG the books recently received 

is an interesting and valuable one 
entitled Les Chinois chez Eux (The 
Chinese at Home) by E. Bard; 
published by Armand Colin, Paris. 
The author—a man of affairs who has 
spent thirty-four years among the 
Chinese, serving for some time as 
President of the Municipal Council 
of the French Concession at Shang- 
hai—aims to give an unprejudiced 
account of China and the Chinese. 
As he puts it himself, “he has sought 
to avoid the conventional pessimism 
of the globe-trotter as well as the 
exaggerated optimism of the mission- 
ary.” 

The book opens with a preface 
which emphasizes, but at the same 
time reconciles one to, the striking 
dissimilarity between Chinese and 
European customs. In the first few 
chapters, dealing with the character 
of the Chinese, the author attributes 
the lack of sympathy between the 
Chinaman and the foreigner primarily 
to the latter’s total ignorance of 
Chinese etiquette; though much is 
due to the peculiar make-up of the 
Chinaman’s character, his lack of 
precision, his cultivation of mendacity 
and fraud, his total disregard of the 
value of time, and his indifference to 
personal comfort. The book also 
gives an interesting and evidently 
fair description of the social and po- 
litical conditions in China, the whole 
treatment revealing everywhere a 
wide gulf between theory and practice, 
ideality and reality. Theoretically, 
public offices belong to those who 
show themselves capable of filling 
them, by passing successfully the 
graded examinations; in practice, 
however, one must pay to secure em- 
ployment. Theoretically, the purpose 
of a court trial is to get at the true facts 
of a case; practically, the judge may 
force the accused or the accuser to 
make any desired avowal, having it 
in his power to inflict severe punish- 
ment for a supposed denial of fact. 

A chapter on the religions of China 
gives admirable descriptions of the 
three accepted cults,—Taoism, Con- 
fucianism, and Buddhism; and the 
author, quoting Mgr. Reynaud, Bishop 
of Ning-po, attributes the fewness of 
conversions to the unwillingness of 
the people to make the social and 
material sacrifices entailed by the 
adoption of Christianity. A sepa- 
rate chapter, devoted to the mission- 
aries, gives a brief account of the 
various missions established in China 
and their out-come, showing the 
fluctuating attitude of successive gov- 
ernments towards Christianity; one 
emperor being tolerant, his successor 
bitterly persecuting. One great ob- 


A DAINTY CHRISTMAS GIFT. 


THOUGHTS FROM MODERN MARTYRS 
(Second Edition—Reduced Prices.) 
' BY 
James ANTHONY WatsH, M. Ap. 


Selected thoughts from the letters of 
three young martyr-priests, former stu- 
dents at the Paris Seminary for Foreign 
Missions. 

JUST DE BRETENIERES, 
THEOPHANE VENARD, 
HENRY DORIE. 


PRICE, 
In Cloth, 50 cents 
In Leather, full, flexible red calf, with 
photogravures, 75 cents. 
A framed photogravure of any of these mar- 
tyrs will be sent post-paid for 25 cents. | 





stacle to the conversion of the Chinese 
has always been the Christian con- 
demnation of Chinese rites, especially 
of the worship of ancestors. M. 
Bard lays great stress upon this. 
“It is not rash to affirm,” says he, 
“that, had it not been for the stub- 
bornness (sic) of the Popes, the Catho- 
lic Church would have been firmly im- 
planted in China to-day; and that 
the venerable old empire, enlightened 
by the missionaries and carried away 
by the new spirit, would long ago 
have joined the movement of modern 
civilization, which has had to be im- 
posed upon her by force of arms.” 
The attitude of the Church may seem 
to have been severe, but a nation of 
Catholics doing homage to the feng- 
shui, offering food and drink at the 
graves of their ancestors, would pre- 
sent a spectacle not only incongruous, 
but little to be desired. 

The closing chapter gives a brief 
digest of the history of China. 

On the whole, it is a book well 
worth reading,—written in a simple, 
straightforward style; full of inter- 
esting facts and valuable statistics, 
enlivened here and there by accounts 
of the author’s personal experiences. 


If you are striving to bring a soul 
back to the faith orto“ stir upthe grace 
of God”’ in one of your friends, remem- 
ber that the turning to God is an 


affair of the heart. Reach your 
friend’s heart and when this is done 
the intellect can be appealed to with 
little difficulty. Often all difficulties 
disappear when the heart is won. 

We do not know of any kind of 
reading better calculated to impress 
the indifferent than the present-age 
record of Catholic missionaries and 
their heroic work for souls. Get your 
friend interested in this cause as a 
subscriber to some bright mission 
periodical, or by giving him a pre- 
sent of some modern apostle’s biog- 
raphy. 
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“Would not be Without it.” 

The applications for mite-boxes 
are getting more numerous and we 
have prepared a large number for 
use during the coming year. The 
requests come from promoters and 
members of the Society for the Prop- 
agation of the Faith, who wish to 
supplement their regular dues, and 
from others who are not in a position 
to belong to any missionary organi- 
zation. 

Occasionally the word of good will 
accompanying these requests is par- 


ticularly striking, but we were re- 
minded forcibly a few days ago of a 


patent medicine for babies when we 
read this sentence,—referring to our 
mite-box. 


“T would not be without it.” 








Washington Press 
JOHN PD. O°CONNOR 
PRINTING 

242 DOVER STREET 


Boston, Mass. 








PRICE 

CHRISTMAS BOOKS postpaid 
RE erry $1.00 
Thoughts ioe Modern Martyrs (in leather)...... 75 
= = Gn Get)... a0. 50 
Life of Just de Bretenitres.................... 1.00 
An American Missionary (Fr. Judge, S.J.) ........ 1.00 
The Story of a Mission Indian................ +35 


Un Martyr de Futuna (Pierre Chanel——Blessed) en 


Our several Missionary 
Publications and many 
others may be pur- 
chased from the lead- 
ing Catholic Booksell- 
ers, or at the Diocesan 

- Office, Union Park St., 
Boston. 


“A BRIEF HISTORY 


—OF THE-—- 


ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON” 


BY THE 


Rev. Michael J. Scanlan 


PRICE, 1) CENTS 
For Sale at all Catholic Book Stores 


This interesting booklet of 64 pages has several 
illustrations. It has had a very extensive sale. 

Every Catholic should secure a copy of this reliable 
story of the church’s progress in Boston. 


ACADEMY OF THE : ASSUMPTION 
Wellesley Hills, Mass. 


This Academy, situated in the suburbs of Boston, 
is only a few mi miles from the city. It is on the line of 
the Boston and Albany Railroad. The location is 
one of the most healthful and picturesque in New 
Eng! grounds are extensive, affording 
ample advantage for out-door exercise. The curric- 
ulum of studies is thorough and comprehensive, em- 
bracing all the branches necessary for a refined edu- 
cation. For — as to terms for boarders or 
“~ pupils, appl SISTER SUPERIOR. 

ttached to t . ~~ is a preparatory school 
for boys between the ages of 5 and 14. The object of 
this school is to give such a general education as will 
fit — to enter —— 


ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME 


Lowell, 


| For Resident and Day Pupils, conducted by the 
| Sisters of Notre Dame (Namur) Founded in 1852. 
| The Academic Department offers two courses—the 

General and the College Preparatory. For further 


particulars, address 
SISTER SUPERIOR. 








Mass. 


“Appeal for Missionary "Students. 
EPIPHANY APOSTOLIC COLLEGE. 


is an institution where young aspirants for negro 
mission work make their preparatory studies. 

We ask our brother clergy to interest themselves in 
vocations for this work. or further information 
dress. EV. J. A. ST. LAURENT, Rector, 

Walbrook, Baltimore, Md. 


The W. J. Feeley Company 


Ecclesiastical Art Metal Workers 
GOLD, SILVER AND BRASS 
MEDALISTS 
PROVIDENCE RHODE ISLAND 


‘The Will & Baumer Company 
CANDLES 


| All Grades, All Colors, Plain and pecareied. 
Bleachers and Refiners of Bees Wax 
| Manufacturers of Stearic Acid, Glycerine, Red Oil 


71-73 BROAD STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 


| "PHONE, MAIN 890. 

| Main Office ona Factory, Syracuse, N. Y. 

| New York Office, 18 Murray Street 

Chicago Office, 199 East Madison Street 


THOS, J. FLYNN & CO. 


Wholesale and Retail 


Catholic Church Goods and 
| Religious Articles 


| 
| 


| All the Latest Catholic Publications on Hand 
62 AND 64 ESSEX STREET, BOSTON 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








TRINITY COLLEGE» 
Washington, D. C. 


FOR HIGHER EDUCATION OF WOMEN 


A Catholic Institution for the Higher Education of 
women. 

Beautifully located in the Immediate Vicinity of 
the Catholic University. 

Incorporated under the laws of the District of 
Columbia, with full powers to confer Collegiate De- 
grees, and registered by the University of the State 
of New York. 

Conducted by the Sisters of Notre Dame of Namur. 
Collen particulars address THE SECRETARY of the 

lege. 





DO YOU SUBSCRIBE FOR 


-|THE WORKING BOY? 


Quarterly magazine, published in the interest of the 
Working Boys’ Home. 


Subscription Twenty-five Cents a Year. 


Subscriptions may be sent to REV. JAMES J. 
REDICAN, Publisher, Box 51, Essex St. Station, 


| Boston, Mass. 


‘St. John's Preparatory Coliage 


DANVERS, MASS. 


For Boarding and Day Students. Conducted 


| by the Xaverian Brothers, with the approval of the 


Most Rev. Archbishop. Academic, Commercial aad 
Preparatory Courses. 


Delightfully situated sixteen miles from Boston. 


| Over one hundred acres of groves, orchards, lawns, 


| 
| 











| etc. 


Personal attention given to every student. 

Small classes. Quick results. Hot and cold baths, 

steam heat, electric light, and, in fact, all modern 

conveniences. Steam and trolley stations on the 

grounds. Rates very reasonable. 

For terms and further information apply to 

BROTHER DIRECTOR, 

Danvers, Mass. 


MT. SAINT JOSEPH ACADEMY 


Brighton, Mass. 

Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies. 
Offers to its patrons exceptional advantages as re- 
gards healthful situation and breadth of culture, 
whether physical, mental or moral. 

Courses offered include preparation for College, 
Normal School and Commercial Pursuits. 


For further particulars apply to 
SISTER SUPERIOR. 


MT. ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 
Manchester, N. H. 


Conducted by the Sisters of Mercy. 
Preparative, Academic, and Elective Courses, with 
Music, Art, Elocution, Plain Sewing 

and Fancy Work. 


For Catalogue Apply to 
MOTHER sUSeaee- 


Boston Academy of Notre Dame 
A Select Day School for Young Ladies 


Founded in 1853 and chartered by the State Legisla- 
ture in 1865. It is conducted by the Sisters of Notre 
Dame (Namur) and is situated on Berkeley Street, 
south of Boylston, which renders it easy of access by 
electric cars from all parts of the city and suburbs. 
Address: SISTER SUPERIOR. 


The Academy of Notre Dame 


ROXBURY, MASSACHUSETTS. 
Conducted by 

SISTERS OF NOTRE DAMME OF NAMUR. 
A Select Boarding School for Girls. Primary, Inter- 
mediate and Academic Departments. Special facili- 
ties for the study of Music and Art. 
Location healthful and convenient. Grounds exten- 
sive and beautiful. poe attractive and well 
equipped for educational work 
Arms:—Physical Health; Solid Knowledge; Cultured 
Manners; Thorough Moral and Religious Training. 

For further information address: 

Tue Sister Supertor AcapeMy oF Notre aaa 

Washington Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts 








